suspension to each of the 20 cupules of a system strip. Each strip was placed in a moist chamber and incubated aerobically at 37°C for 4 h. After incubation, 1 drop of both API reagent A (Tris, 250 g; HCI (37%), 110 ml; lauryl sulfate, 100 g; distilled water to 1 liter) and API reagent B (fast blue BB, 3.5 g; 2-methoxyethanol to 1 liter) was added to each cupule. The strips were allowed to incubate for an additional 5 min for the resulting colors to develop. Table 1 shows the substrates used, the appropriate enzyme, and the results of the enzymatic activity with the various strains of P. paucimobilis. It was observed that enzyme reactions occurred uniformly with all strains. Several strains produced only weakly positive results for cxgalactosidase, whereas all other positive reactions were moderately to strongly positive. After identification of the enzyme activity in P. paucimobilis, the results were compared with those previously found in F. multivorum (group IIK biotype 2) ( Table 2) .
The enzyme profile of P. paucimobilis has several different aspects of interest. Several enzymes were detected which may contribute to the virulence of P. paucimobilis. For example, in earlier studies P. paucimobilis strains showed evidence of deoxyribonuclease activity (1) , and the present study confirmed the activity of esterases and phosphatases which may be involved in the virulence of these bacteria. Those enzymes identified included esterase (C4), esterase lipase (C8), alkaline phosphatase, and acid phosphatase (Table 1) . It should be pointed out that in previous studies P. paucimobilis strains have not shown activity for gelatinase or protease (caseinase) (1, 3) , two other enzymes that may be associated with the virulence of microorganisms.
Another aspect found by the present study is the variation of the enzymatic reactiotis of P. paucimobilis compared with those previously found for F. multivorum ( enzymes tested for among the 21 strains of P. paucimobilis, 16 were positive (Table 1) . Seventeen of these enzymes were previously tested for in strains of F. multivorum and only two were F. found to be present (2) . Trypsin and chymotrypsin, not tested for in F. multivorum strains, were positive in all 21 strains of P. paucimobilis. P. paucimobilis was positive for all three aminopeptidases tested, whereas F. multivorum lacked the aminopeptidase for cystine (2) . In summary, P. paucimobilis strains have an enzymatic profile different from F. multivorum strains, which may further justify their separation into two genera.
